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next work, it was agreed that the two should go together
and share lodgings. They parted on the understanding
that Lear should be responsible for the finding of these
lodgings ; and in a couple of days Hunt received word that
suitable accommodation was available at Clivedale Farm;
did he agree to the rent ? The reply was in the affirmative,
the house was engaged, and Lear was the first to occupy
it. But before Hunt had set out an odd letter carne from
the other. Lear had suddenly been seized with misgivings
as to the advisability of the two living together. It was
unwise, he said, to act on the impulse of the moment, and
now he felt that precautions should at once be taken to
avoid mutual discord; in other words, the house must be
divided, and each must have his own sitting-room and meet
the other at meals only. Hunt replied in full agreement
with this new arrangement,and in due course (August, 1852)
arrived at the farm in the company of William Rossetti, who
was on a week's holiday. " It was curious," says Hunt,
" to see the unexpected guardedness of Lear's reception
of us, but he gradually thawed, and by the end of dinner he
was laughing and telling good stories. When the cloth was
cleared, he said, * Now I had intended to go to my own
room, but, if you do not mind, I'll bring down some of my
drawings and pen them out here, so that we may all be
together/ " Thus ended all ideas of seclusion, and the
proposed division of the house soon became a joke, which
elicited from Lear an explanation of the whole manoeuvre.
It appeared that he had a horror of dogs both great and small,
and, whilst alone in the house, had suddenly conceived the
notion that Hunt might possibly be a great lover of bulldogs,
and that he might arrive in the company of two of these
fierce animals. Dreading such a possibility, Lear had
decided to safeguard his person by making sure that in an